
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                  January 7, 2018 
  
BAPTISM  OF  THE  LORD 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – Insert [Of the Father’s Love Begotten] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, somewhere in the process of growing up I 
internalized the idea that your presence in my life is dependent 
on who I am and what I do.  I learned somehow that if I want 
or need you to be involved with me I need to be something like 
“good,” and to do the “right” thing.  Intellectually, I have 
arguments with this understanding.  However, emotionally, 
this is the bottom line for me, the place to which I go when 
things are difficult.  When my life is not as I need it to be or 
want it to be, I find I begin to wonder what I have done wrong 
or should have done better or differently.  It would be better 
for me if I could internalize the understanding that your 
involvement with me does not go and come, but is always 
active and operational.  Your involvement is not dependent on 
who I am or what I do, but is totally dependent on who you 
are, and the unexpected gracious character that is yours.  For 
reasons that have nothing to do with me, you choose to be on 
my side, to be my advocate.  I learned that I needed to earn 
your involvement in my life, when in reality all I need to do is 
fall into it and rest in it. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 1:4-11 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – Insert [O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – Insert [The Race That Long in Darkness Pined] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for January 14, 2018  
1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20); Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 It is the time we consider the finances for our congregation for 
the coming year.  There is a letter giving information about this on 
the table in the coffee room, and also pledge cards.  Offering 
envelops are there as well. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 We will share lunch on January 21st.  Plan to stay, and bring 
some food to share. 
 The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation will 
take place on Sunday, January 28, 2018, in the sanctuary, as soon 
as feasible following worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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Epiphany, and Ordinary Time following Epiphany 
 

Think of God as the Creator of insight, the Initiator of 
perception, the Cultivator of awareness and consciousness, 
who promotes the growth and development of these 
capacities so that over time more and more of our life is 
disclosed to us and we are allowed to see what is disclosed in 
a fair and impartial way. This non-moralistic disclosing is how 
God interacts with us, and its inception in us is what we 
celebrate during the Season of Christmas. The Season of 
Christmas ends on the day of Epiphany which is celebrated on 
January 6th, which is then followed by a period of Ordinary 
Time [normal, commonplace, regular time]. The word 
epiphany means “appearing or manifesting”, from a root “to 
appear, to show forth.” Epiphany highlights the appearing in 
our normal and ordinary life of these capacities, allowing us to 
see different elements of our life with unusually impartial 
eyes, especially those things about us toward which we are 
normally judgmental. God’s interaction with us allows us to 
perceive normal, everyday things in our life in a different and 
deeper way, with less fault-finding and greater appreciation, 
allowing us to notice what lies below the surface of our life and 
to observe subtleties hidden from us by our judgmental and 
disapproving mind. In Ordinary Time, we journey through our 
commonplace life with these capacities, we are encouraged to 
move into our life and to become more familiar with who we 
are, an undertaking which is facilitated by this non-moralistic 
way of approaching everything. 

[Jim Robie, 1-4-18] 
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Baptism of the Lord (Mark 1:4-11) 
 Over time, the early church came to the understanding that God 
had chosen to become directly involved in human life. The issue 
they had was how to communicate their conviction. There are 
several efforts to do just that in the New Testament. The earliest of 
these efforts is the account of the baptism of Jesus by John the 
baptizer, which in some form appears in all the Gospels, and is the 
reading for today from Mark 1, Mark being the earliest of the 
gospels. Other efforts are found in the stories around the birth of 
Jesus located in the beginning of Matthew and Luke. Matthew and 
Luke were written later than the Gospel of Mark, and the accounts 
of Jesus’ birth were written last in the construction of these 
gospels, so it is fair to assume that these birth stories are the result 
of much reflection. Lastly, there is the first chapter of John, the 
prologue about the “Logos,” John being the gospel written last. The 
narratives are different—the simplest being the account from 
Mark, the more elaborate and mythological ones being those in 
Matthew and Luke, and the most philosophical being the one from 
John. The early church was reflecting on the birth of Jesus and its 
significance, and the writings of the church reflect the 
development of that reflection. 
 How God’s involvement in the life of Jesus is accomplished is 
explained in Mark’s gospel in a way that is very different from 
Matthew, Luke and John. In these three, God’s involvement is more 
organic, organismic, in that something of God inhabits the life of 
Jesus. In Mark, Jesus is adopted. In verse 11 it is stated “...a voice 
came from heaven [God’s voice presumably], ‘You are my Son, the 
Beloved, with you I am well pleased’.” Perhaps it is possible to say 
that since Mark’s account is the earliest, it is also the least thought 
through, in that it links God’s involvement in the life of Jesus to 
something Jesus does: his being baptized by John. Theologically, 
this is not a good position in which to end, since it has God’s 
decision to be involved dependent on a choice Jesus made. It would 
be better if the decision rested solely with God, whose involvement 
with Jesus came about simply because it was God’s desire. That 
way, God’s involvement with us is not dependent on us, and 
therefore is something on which we can rely in that God’s 

involvement is just in God’s character. But, in Mark, it is Jesus’ 
choice to be immersed in the world of John the baptizer that is 
approved of by God who then adopts Jesus as God’s Son. 
 The symbolism in this baptism is very direct: Jesus agrees to be 
immersed in the world of John. If Jesus had not agreed to be 
immersed in John’s world, if he had sought to rise above John’s 
world or escape it, I imagine he would not have been approved. 
However, he did so choose, and therefore was approved and 
adopted. So, the message is simple: God approves of our efforts to 
be immersed in the world in which we live, and as we do so we 
become God’s “kin.” I am suggesting that this refers to an 
immersion in our own internal world, as the way to discover how to 
also be immersed in the external world in which we live. The 
implication in this is that as we turn toward our own internal world, 
the approval of God will translate into God’s assistance in our 
exploring that world. When we think of God as the Creator of 
insight, the Initiator of perception, the Cultivator of awareness and 
consciousness, we see how that assistance will come to us: God 
discloses us to ourselves as the way to bring us the fullness of our 
life. 
 I suggest the church realized over time the importance of God’s 
having a more organic or organismic involvement with us, and so it 
developed the mythologies found in Matthew and Luke, and 
appropriated the Greek philosophical concept of the Logos which is 
used in John, as attempts to state that more substantial 
involvement. This is refined further by the 4th century in the concept 
of the Trinity, where God’s involvement with us is understood in 
terms of a mind that inhabits our life and constantly interacts with 
us, enabling us to perceive God’s involvement with us in much more 
differentiated and personal ways [what we refer to as Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit]. 
 To summarize, the account of the baptism of the Lord is the first 
of several attempts to describe God’s involvement with us in ever 
more intimate ways, eventually arriving at an understanding of God 
as organically with us continuously [as a mind that interacts with 
our mind], an involvement that continues without regard to our 
behavior. 

[Jim Robie, 1-4-18, Baptism of the Lord, Cycle B, Mark 1:4-11] 


